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Mapping in cultural and media history: some examples

• Artl@s https://artlas.huma-num.fr and Visual contagions 
https://www.unige.ch/visualcontagions/
 Joyeux-Prunel, B. 2012. “ARTL@S: A Spatial and Transnational 
Art History. Origins and Positions of a Research Program”, Artl@s
Bulletin 1 (1): 9–25 https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/artlas/vol1/iss1/1/

• Mapping Hispanic Modernity. Cross-border Literary Networks and 
Cultural Mediators, https://mapmodern.wordpress.com/
 Roig-Sanz, D. und L. Fólica 2021. “Big Translation History: Data 
Science Applied to Translated Literature in the Spanish-speaking 
World, 1898–1945”, Translation Spaces 10 (2): 231–259, 
https://doi.org/10.1075/ts.21012.roi

• European Cinema Audiences. Entangled Histories and Shared 
Memories www.europeancinemaaudiences.org 
 van Oort, T. et al. 2020. “Mapping Film Programming across Post-
War Europe (1952): Arts and Media”, Research Data Journal for the
Humanities and Social Sciences 5 (2): 109–125, 
https://doi.org/10.1163/24523666-00502009

https://artlas.huma-num.fr/
https://www.unige.ch/visualcontagions/
https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/artlas/vol1/iss1/1/
https://mapmodern.wordpress.com/
https://doi.org/10.1075/ts.21012.roi
http://www.europeancinemaaudiences.org/
https://doi.org/10.1163/24523666-00502009


Examples of sources used (from Internet Archive https://archive.org/)

https://archive.org/


Sources: Trade papers, almanacs, theater brochures from Germany and the US
 Mapped with QGIS: spatial distribution, historical change, genre comparison



Dietze, Antje, 2023, "The Spatial Organization of Theatrical Entertainment. 
Data Sets from German Trade Publications, 1890s to 1920s." 

https://doi.org/10.48736/GD1LNUGZB, GlobeData, V1

https://doi.org/10.48736/GD1LNUGZB


Number of variety entertainment

venues per city, based on the address

lists of the trade paper Der Artist







Members of the International variety manager's association per city, based on the

address lists of the trade paper Das Organ der Variétéwelt





These maps were published in:

Antje Dietze (2020): „Wie organisiert man die Vergnügungsindustrie? 

Internationale Verbände der deutschsprachigen Varietéwelt, 1880–1929“, 

Geschichte und Gesellschaft, 46 (1), 87–121. 

https://doi.org/10.13109/gege.2020.46.1.87

Further maps in production for regional and genre comparison:

• German-speaking legitimate theater (music and drama)

• Theater landscape of North America (all genres)

• Territorialization strategies in legitimate and vaudeville theater

• Ethnic differentiation in the theater field

Challenges:

• False objectivity of maps vs. model function: how to visualize?

• Incomplete data / representation of historical knowledge and perspective

• Location vs. function – what‘s in a point?

• Static visualization vs. historical change, processes of exchange

https://doi.org/10.13109/gege.2020.46.1.87

